BDHF ENCOURAGES EMPLOYERS TO REVIEW OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
The British Dental Health Foundation (BDHF) says that only 43% of the UK workforce is allowed to take paid time off work to visit their dentist. Only around one in four workers is allowed to take paid time off work to take their children to the dentist.
A survey conducted by the BDHF also found that only 7% of workers received occupational health information from their employers about the importance of maintaining good oral health.
The BDHF estimates that 2 million people have taken sick time off work due to poor oral health over the past five years. The latest Adult Dental Health Survey carried out by the Government indicated that around a third of adults (31%) continue to have tooth decay; over four fifths have at least one filling (84%) and three in every ten people suffer from regular dental pain.
The survey also found that 13% of workers took time off without pay to visit their dentist and nearly three in every ten people (29%) took holiday or visited the dentist in their own time.
Approaching two thirds (62%) of parents said they either took unpaid leave or holiday to take their children to the dentist.
The findings have been published as part of National Smile Month 2012, which runs until 20 June 2012.
'Time and money are clearly barriers to improving oral health -especially during the economic downturn -but we hope more employers will take another look at their occupational health and general welfare policies during National Smile Month and give a greater priority to oral health, ' said Dr Nigel Carter, Chief Executive of the BDHF.
DETECTING ORAL CANCER ADDED TO CPD RECOMMENDATIONS
The General Dental Council (GDC) has confirmed that 'oral cancer: improving early detection' is to be included as a new recommended topic on its continuing professional development (CPD) scheme.
Members agreed in May to include the topic until new CPD rules and associated guidance come into force following the current CPD review.
The current core verifiable CPD topics recommended by the GDC include medical emergencies, disinfection and decontamination and radiography and radiation protection.
The GDC also recommends some subjects that can be completed as verifiable or non-verifiable CPD: legal and ethical issues, complaints handling and now, oral cancer: improving early detection.
Work continues by the GDC throughout 2012 to develop a future CPD model.
OVER A MILLION MORE NOW HAVE AN NHS DENTIST
According to new figures released by the NHS Information Centre, an extra 1.12 million people have access to an NHS dentist since May 2010.
In May 2010 the Government made a commitment to increase the number of people able to see a dentist on the NHS and two years on the results are shown in The NHS Dental Access Statistics for England -2011/12. 1 'We want to make sure that this progress continues and that dentists give the highest standards of care as well as treating more patients, ' said Secretary of State Andrew Lansley. 'That is why we are testing new ways of working across the country. We will use the findings from these trials to help develop a new dental contract. ' To ensure progress continues, the Government invested an extra £28 million earlier this year through Strategic Health Authorities (SHAs) and has called for dentists and PCTs to work more closely together to improve services for patients locally.
